Frank Pimbiett wonders if he was born too early 


The Farr Post = 


they'd had somet hing 
fhe Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland Monthly 


like this in my day! 


Fallen Hero 


Brisbane Strikers player/coach and 
local hero, Frank Farina was sent off 
in the second half of their match 
against Carlton last month. He had 
been booked earlier in the game, and 
when he crashed into an opponent - 
right under the referees nose, he was 
shown the red card. 

For someone who many kids look up 
to, we have to worry about Franks 
disciplinary record. We would rather .- 
see him cracking 40 yard free-kicks 
into the roof of the net than see the 
Strikers struggling to accumulate 
points with ten men on the park. 

(See pages 16 and 17 for fans com- 


rankie heads for an early shower against Carlton - he could 
have done it before the council water meters came into effect... .| 


Interview with Peter Tokesi 
- Ron the Ref - Strikers 
news and match reports - 
Great players that I have 
played with .. . - Matildas 


World Cup 


disaster 
(see page 10) 


Next month in The Farr Post... win tri-nations series ; 

: laved with ? "Football's not a matter of life or 
Who are some of the great players that you have played with : - Return to Roots I - death, it's much more important 
Next month a local footballing legend reminisces about some of Soccer Far North NSW thane! 
his aera team-mates. _.. and more! The late, great Bill Shankly. 


Also... plenty of the usual rubbish - stuff that the Eye on Soccer rejected | 
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FIST Lions Secretary, Lawrence Oudendyk, President, Gary Wilkins and new General Manager, 
Martin Weir assess the building progress on their new clubhouse at Richlands. 
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| HH Editorial 


Like everybody else in this country I was abso- 
lutely devastated when the final whistle blew at 
the M.C.G. last week, and the Socceroos had 
thrown away a priceless two goal lead, and 
cancelled their tickets to France for next years 
World Cup finals. I’m sure that much more will be 
written and said about that game for months to 
come, but we cannot just try to forget about it, 
and look forward to the Olympics or the 2002 
finals, we must use it as an invaluable lesson in 
our future preparations. 

I do believe that Venables was the right man for 
the job, and that David Hills vision in bringing El 
Tel down under, is a good enough reason not to 
ask for either of their resignations. Venables will 
not stay, but Hill is a charismatic enough person 
for him to be allowed to continue in the job. His 
ideas and foresight alone are something that the 
game needs. The downside is that he has cost the 
game a lot of money for very little reward so far. 
Most of those asking for his resignation are those 
who do not have the game at heart, and are 
playing political games. We cannot afford that. 
The Farr Post is all about doing what is best for 
the game, and I believe that Hill (even though he 
may have is own hidden agendas) is the best man 
for the job at the moment. 


Although I was personally stunned by last weeks 
result, I would like to take a moment to mention a 
few people for whom going to France was to be a 
once-in-a-lifetime event. Australian Soccer 
fanatics like Studs Up Editor, Kevin Christopher, 
statistician Andrew Howe, the OzSoccer Webzine 
guru, Greg Baxter, and contributors like Greg 
Stock, Thomas Esamie, Nick Guoth etc. have 
dedicated a lot more time and effort to the 
Australian game than I could ever imagine doing. 
Their collections of memorabilia and knowledge, 
and willingness to do things simply for the love of 
the game give The Farr Post a reason for existing. 
To them this match was the culmination of 24 
years waiting .. . and it was all destroyed in a four 
minute lack of concentration. 

My heart goes out to them. 
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Brisbane Strikers 0 
4 Caritton ! 

1st November, 1997 

by Dave Marshall 


| always have felt that the fireworks before the game are a wast 
of time and money, but tonight they were the best part of th 
evening at Suncorpse (NOT a spelling mistake !) 

The STRIKERS more or less held their own for 20 or so minute 
at the start of the match, without actually threatening to score. 
apart from a very good long range drive from Gwynne whick 
whizzed along the turf and just missed the right post witt 
Anastasiadis nowhere. The spectacle then degenerated into a ve 
poor imitation of the beautiful game. Carlton were not exactl 
eye catching on the park and the home side were even worse. |r 
previous matches Frankie had stated that he was pleased 
that we had manufactured chances. Not so tonight. The , v, 
STRIKERS showed no plan or purpose whatsoever, gave ° & 
the ball away time and again, had no mid-fielder 
to put any authority on the game and never got 
behind Carlton’s defence once to my recollec- 
tion. There seemed again to be no football nous 
on show. Set pieces were apparently unre- 
hearsed and I can’t see us scoring from a cor- 
ner this season unless something changes radically. A 
friend with me told me that the overall score rate from 
comers is one in nine. | wonder what the STRIKERS is so 
far this season? Nil from lots. One usually looks on comers as 
potential scoring opportunity. When we get them now I feel the 
are as threatening as a goal kick for our opposition! 

A loss of possesion in the mid-field and the inability of our de 
fender to prevent Vlahos turning led to his scoring the only go: 
of the game, and it must be said he took it very well. 


What about individual players tonight? It pains me to say it, bu 
perhaps Frank and Brownie are on the slide. FF just ain’t got tha 
zip of previous years (I hope his knee is the problem rather th 
anno domini) and Brownie spent a lot of the night rising to flic 
on Clint Bolton’s long range kicks to.......no-one. I thought th 
Cranney kiddies were ordinary, but Glen Gwynne is one wh 
should be able to hold his head up. I thought Chay Hews had 
poor match, and Frank was marched yet again. It was bad to s 
an old pro allow himself to be provoked by a defender who gav 
him no room, niggled and shoved him all night until he retali 
ated. This is our coach! Sad to say, the loss of Frank seemed t 
make absolutely no difference to the STRIKERS performance. 
which is a reflection on how he was going before the red w 
shown. Andy Harper was played behind the front two and some 
times drifted to the right wing. It made no difference. He seeme 
to achieve very little in the full 90 minutes. I don’t know if Kni 


Disclaimer 
The Farr Post is a fans magazine. Any opinions, therefore, 
are those of the individual contributors, and do not neces- 
sarily reflect the views of The Editor - but frequently do ! 
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is injured again, but he wasn’t even on the bench. Gooy 
and experienced though the three who retired Last sep. 
son were, it is hard to accept that their absence cay be 
the sole cause of the deteriorition that has Clearly 
occured in the team since the Grand Final. 

For Carlton (who, though not pretty on the park, do. 
fended as well as they needed) I thought Vlahos anq 
Marusic had good games. | was a bit disappointed wi}, 
the new, slim Santa (Markoyski) and so must Eddie gs 
he subbed him near the end. 

On the way out I think you could have picked up a 
season ticket at a bargain price. Five thousand plus 
turned up tonight. It will be interesting to se how many 
front in three weeks’ time. 


Canberra Cosmos 2 (0) 

, Brisbane Strikers 1 (0) 
q Saturday 15th November, 
Seiffert Stadium, Canberra 
by Nick Guoth 


Canberra Cosmos: Giannasca, 
Dee, Roberts, Zelic, Ravanello James 
HT), Hunter, Kelly, Musitano (Prenzoski 78), 
Buljan (Brown 86), Popovich, Haythomwaite 
Brisbane Strikers: Ross, Bell, Williams, Farina, 
Cranney 5, Cranney T, Knipe, Hews, Harris (Packer 
78), Laybutt (Battistin 74), Harper (Brown 61) 


Scorers: Canberra: Zelic (48), Brown (88). 
Brisbane: Knipe (86) 


to the bottom of the ladder. 


Ross. 


fine form. 


A sense of relief was expounded from the Cosmos dress- 
ing room following their first win of the season. Relief 
that all that coach Branko Culina had been working on 
was finally paying dividends. As for Brisbane, the game 
was also of exteme importance, not only for the three 
points but also for the fact that a loss would drop them 


In an early rush of blood, Canberra came out too quickly 
and perhaps Harry James hadn’t woken up when with 
less than one minute on the clock he was presented 
with a header only metres out. Maybe he closed his 
eyes, but the header went straight to keeper Graham 


Unfortunately, the attack didn’t wake up the home team, 
but Brisbane. They started to put on the pressure leay- 
ing Canberra to the rare counter attack. Only a few 
minutes later, Frank Farina was left unmarked on a 
corer and attempted to take full advantage, only to 
find that Tony Giannasca in goal for Canberra was in 


Brisbane kept up the pressure generating a number of 
chances over the next 30 minutes. Chay Hews lined up 
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a long shot but saw it shave the wrong side of the post. A few 
minutes later a lovely set piece was all but ruined by Andy 
Harper. A free kick about 25m out saw Farina send a quick 
low pass to Wayne Knipe who passed it to the peeling off 
Harper. Unfortunately, Andy now free of the defence and one- 
on-one with the keeper decided to shoot wide from close range, 
The Cosmos continued to soak up the pressure well and had 
to survive another set piece with Hews setting up Jeromy Harris 
for a strong shot, but Giannasca was there to save well. At the 
end of the first half the shot count was 8-6 in Canberra’s fa- 
vour and comer count 3-2 also to the locals. 


After only three minutes of the second half, Peter Buljan was 
brought down just outside the box. From the set piece Zelic 
hit a thunderbolt left-foot shot which gave Ross little chance, 
and although he got a hand to the ball it still rocked the back 
of the net. 

One interesting tidbit here from comments after the game was 
the phrase ‘here we po again’. This came from Brisbane play- 
ers who had just seen their team doing quite well and going a 
goal down. It is interesting because we are so used to hearing 
it about the Cosmos team. 

Brisbane pulled themselves back together and with the infu- 
sion of Rod Brown (why was this guy on the bench?)who had 
Just come on for Andy Harper, the tide was turning, Harris 
saw a well directed long shot need to be saved well and substi- 
tute Mark Battistin tried a speculative shot which bounced off 
the cross bar and away for a goal-kick. 

Then with five minutes left a corner was conceded to Bris- 
bane. The ball was not cleared. A quick little pass to Matt Bell 
allowed him a shot at goal. The ball got passed Giannasca and 
Wayne Knipe stuck his foot out to deflect the ball onto the 
chest of Tom Haythomwaite, but unfortunately for the defender, 
then into the goal to tie up the match. 

Canberra went straight down the other end and forced a cor- 
ner with what seemed to be 30 seconds of normal time re- 
maining. Kelly tried a sneaky near post top corner job, but 
Ross was up to it and punched it away. It fell back at Nor- 
man’s feet. His second cross went towards the far post out of 
the reach of the goalkeeper. A pinball action saw the ball fi- 
nally bounce off Damien Brown’s thigh and into the goal. The 
crowd went wild! 


Unlike other games seen at Seiffert Oval this season, the home 
team did not dominate. In fact the shot count finished at 16- 
12 in Brisbane’s favour. But the locals were able to finish when 
the visitors could not. 

As one could guess, the feeling in the two dressing rooms were 
as different as night and day. The home rooms were elated 
with lots of back-slapping and high-fives, whilst the away 
rooms were quiet, solemn and many heads looking at the floor, 
Frank Farina was not a happy man and said that he really had 
no excuses to give. They were ‘obviously not finishing’ and 
‘missing experience in the midfield.’ He believed that with- 
out some life, they may not be as competitive as first hoped. 


Newcastle Breakers 1(0) 5 
Brisbane Strikers 2 (1) 

Friday 28th November, 1997. 

Topper Stadium, Newcastle. 7.30pm 
by Chris Dunkerley 


Scorers: Rod Brown 27min, Frank Farina 
52min, Clayton Zane 90min 

Strikers - Bolton, Gwynne, Zoricich, § Cranney, 
Farina (Knipe), Brown, T.Cranney, Hews 
(Meredith), Laybutt, Packer, Harper. 

Breakers - Swancott, Pryce, McManus, Ritchie, 
Ironside, Sprod (Edwards), Halpin (Austin), 
Lowe, Zane, McGuire, Lane. 


A major downpour and inky threatening skies 
kept the crowd down so there were less to be 
dissapointed. 

The first 20 minutes was sparring stuff. Probing 
runs from both sides interspersed by hesitant 
passing spells and the game was balanced. 
Brisbane then started to pick up the tempo 
possibly having realised that Newcastle weren't 
about to sweep them away and some strong 
running by Farina opened up the Breakers 
defence. 

Both teams were playing with three strikers but 
Harper and more so Brown were running parallel 
to Farina at the twin defence and causing rea! 
heartache. Surprisingly Kosmina didn't seem to 
react to this. All the Strikers attacks were 
coming straight down the field and the Cranneys 
were nowhere to be seen. A couple of chances 
before the 25min at the other end which Zane 
failed to convert left 

Newcastle exposed and at 27min former 
Newcastle player Rod Brown scored a fine 
classic far post header from a well placed comer, 
from the left leaping freely and high to place it 
powerfuily past a swivelling Swancott. 0-1. 
30mins and Pryce clears very well indeed off a 
Farina angled shot but again 6 mins later Farina 
is allowed to run and he sets up Brown for a shot 
which Swancott covers well. A brief spark from 
the Breakers has Benn Lane hit a scorcher to the 
right of Bolton which the reprieved Brisbane 
keeper takes high up. The tempo died down until 
the half time whistle which sees both teams 
needing to rethink their second half plans. 


The Breakers come out and a false aura is cast 
by a 1st minute header from Lane. The Rowdies 
come alive and put Bolton under pressure on 52 
mins that man Farina scores on a breakaway and 
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Every month during the Strikers season we aim to give a quick resume of 
the visitors (o Suncorp for the coming month. This month we look at 
U.T.S Olympic (6th December) and Wesi Adelaide (20th December). 
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U.T.S. Olympic, West Adelaide, 
a ee ae a a ee Players to look out for. . . Players to look out for ... 
"a PERDIDO OAS 048.008 b) Brett Emerton, Norman Tome. Pablo Cardozo, Nathan Day. 
sa i WW oes ee ae” < _ Pies 


U.T.S. Olympic started life as the Pan-Hellenic Our record against West Adelaide last season wasn't 
Soccer Club, back in 1958, and after a shaky start |too good. A 0-0 draw away in Adelaide and a 3-1 
THATS G Oc in the National Soccer League, as Sydney home loss meant that we only took one point from 
T THovéeur ve Was | Olympic, they were relegated back to the NSW __| the six on offer. 
Hey TREASURER fy, sw ayind FA For baie Ks contpetition, only to retum a lot stronger. 
He REE WANTS fete oer 2 ms ihe én: le = In 1995 they changed their name to U.T.S. As we go to print, they are lying fifth, after nine 
te GEE PACS ISOS ggg ee (University of Technology, Sydney) Olympic, and |rounds with 13 points. This season the Adelaide 
Bo HALE TRAE 7 “5, their 2-1 defeat of the Strikers in the last round of Sharks have a pretty average record - Won 4, Drawn 
Noes at rt ge 4 ‘ Pra the 95/96 season denied the Strikers of second 1 and Lost 4, But they have the Ericsson Cups 
7) ; place on the final competition ladder. leading goalscorer in Pablo Cardozo, who has hit the 
net nine times so far this season, including two each 
Last season the Strikers took three points from against Canberra and Wollongong. 
six against U.T.S., with a 4-1 home win. Goals 
from Brown, Battistin, Troy Cranney and The Sharks will be coming to Suncorp after four 
Brayshaw securing the points. Whilst away in very tough games - the Adelaide derby against City, 
Sydney the Strikers crashed to a 5-3 defeat, in a Carlton, Sydney United and Perth Glory. When they 
bizarre game of football. Wayne Knipe got on the get here they could be a bit battered and bruised, 


/ / j : ‘ scoresheet twice, with Frankie bagging the other. | witha pretty low morale. 
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This months game will not be easy, but then This could mean that they will come out looking for 
again, not many are these days are they? U.T.S. _ | points after (maybe) dropping so many recently, but 


: Bs } ak, pay, Lae pa 


ani are also struggling somewhat with three wins, a —_ four needs are greater than theirs, and we should take 
the Breakers drop their heads. The second half is Strikers 1 Melbourne Knights 2 draw and five losses giving them 10 points after | the points. 
best forgotten with Brisbane coasting and Newcas- Saturday, 22 November, 1997. nine rounds. 


i i i eo ® opege * ; j i 
. a ols Leslee Hae The free tickets handed out all week didn't seem Lions new facilities opening scon are putting into the future of the south-west Brisbane area. 
OS D g 


. i j With new residential suburbs springing up at places like Forest 
Edwards who makes his EC debut this year, and to bring any extra through the turnstiles, a a Stage one of the Brisbane Lions new clubhouse and social Lake and Mount Ommaney oe pcr i one eye on 
an even bigger shock Halpin for Austin. Two puted out » he-aniodtes frustrating nial aa facilities are due to open on December 13th, with work attracting not just new social members but the children of the 
creative players for two defenders when you are 2 | faithful Strikers fans. on the $3 million development finishing two days earlier people moving into these areas. Their junior footballing base 
blot down? Edwards at least shows some class, When Laybutt powered home a tremendous left on the 11th, It will open with 100 Poker machines, Keno, | is one of the strongest in Brisbane, and with their new 
and Austin is all commitment which perhaps Halpo | foot effort from outside the area, however, we 7 day Bistro, Sportsmans Bar, function room and lounge, | clubhouse they can offer a home from home for the football 
wasn't demonstrating. Just when the crowd was thought that we'd finally see three points at home and a childrens area where you can leave the kids, whilst | minded family. For the kids, a career path from under 7’s to 
starting to leave early (very unusual for Newcastle) thie season: you blow the weeks housekeeping, XXXX Premier League, with every grade in between, andfor _| 
the Breakers came alive and played the fast ; p ed Stage two of the project will be completed in a further 12 the parents, entertainment facilities second to none. 
: But it was not to be as the Knights recover ur be Pp 

interpassing stuff that got them to a cm of the 6 diceleewe chances tatth robabl y - 18 months, and a new pitch is expected to be ready by | As the game here in Brisbane moves into a new era, with the 
last year. A bit late for even Zane's goal (cleaned pie een Oe © on June next year. ten-team Premier League kicking off in March next year, the 
up from a Benn Lane strike parried by Bolton) in didn't deserve. . In a further announcement in November the Lions have | Lions have positioned themselves very cleverly to take onthe | 
the 45min was not going to save the points. The highlight of the night for me was the snared a new General Manager. Martin Weir used to work | role of once more being a powerful force in Queensland soccer. 

introduction of Andrew Packer and Gary for the Brisbane Bears .. . oops, sorry, the other Brisbane | Over the next few years we will see the gap between the big 
The top 6 looks a far distance goal now for the Blackford, and it looked like we might just sneak Lions, those at the Gabba . . . but he has come on board to | clubs and the minnows get even wider, and clubs such as Lions 
Breakers and coach Kosmina needs a rethink a point towards the end of the game, as these two take over a number of roles at the club. _ | will foous their attention on a return to the National League, 
wells Sa oanie da: ort) Wan sore Cheer aLlaet, obviously looked hungry enough to get more ofa ‘This appointment and the redevelopment of their | unless we can offer them a big enough incentive to continue 
Best for Strikers were Farina, Brown, Gwynne, and thi Richlands home shows the commitment that the Lions in the local competition. 
Breakers - Swancott, Lane, Pryce. (1M). ane 
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a Freddie Kruger movie... 


Last years NSL Grand Final winners, the Brisbane 
Strikers, have had a nightmare start to the season with 
only one win from seven games. They have only scored 
three goals, and none of them at home. We are rock 
bottom of the Ericsson Cup ladder - can you explain 
what has gone wrong so far this season ? 

T don’t think that we’re playing that badly, actually. I’ve 
just had a conversation with Frank, and we've just had a 
look at the video of the weekend game against Canberra. 
It was very similar to our game against Marconi last year 
when we won 2-1, and they could have beaten us 8-0. 
We’re just not putting the ball in the back of the net, and 
3 goals in 7 games is testament to that. We lost 3 players 
last season (Hunter, Wright and Phillips) who had plenty 
of experience between them, especially at the back, but 
the defence is rather tight - we haven’t conceded that many 
goals, and it’s up front where we are definitely not putting 
away the chances that we are creating. Especially the easy 
ones, 


How much do you think that the loss of Hunter, Wright 
and Phillips has had on the younger members of the 
squad ? Between them they had a wealth of experience, 
and losing all three in one hit must have been quite a 
shock to some of the younger players ? 

Initially we knew that it was going to be tough. | think 
that you can draw a parallel with the cricket side when 
Lillee, Marsh and Chappell all left, and it took us a couple 
of years to get back on terms. We’ve lost two very good 
defenders, but I think that the defence is reasonably solid 
at the moment. But what we miss the most is the fact that 
all three actually spoke on the park. They gave plenty of 
direction to the younger players, especially big Al, who 
was never short of a word. And that’s what we’re missing 
at the moment. There’s no-one talking out there, it’s very 
quiet, and there’s no-one helping other players out. 

Yes, we are short of a bit of experience, especially at the 
back, but it’s very rare to see good nineteen year-old 
defenders, Now we have two, and I think that they can be 
better defenders, but obviously they need someone like 
Al behind them talking all the time. Admittedly Craig is 


ller in another life 


When Frank Farina was appointed Player/Coach of the Brisbane Strikers last year, many wondered 
how he would combine the two roles effectively - including many at this fanzine. But his right-hand 
man, Peter Tokesi, brought a wealth of experience and input to the team, and has contributed his faiy 
share. So The Farr Post went to find out who this man was - the man who has spent the last eighteey 
months in the shadow of the Frank Farina phenomenon. 

The interview will be printed in two parts - this nonth Peter gives us a quick insight into how the 
Strikers are coping with a season that they knew was going to be tough, but has all the ingredients fop 
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probably a bit quiet, and I’ve got no doubt that those 
players will be great defenders in another two or three 
years. As I said, we’ve just watched the video, and have 
pointed out a number of small things that will make them 
better players, and that they'll hopefully improve on, 


Do you think that by losing the older three and 
bringing in younger players the club is going through 
a rebuilding process ? 

Of course we have a very young squad, and I’ve said 
before that we need to make sure that we don’t get too 
many young players on the park at the one time. They're 
all good players, but if you put them all together you're 
only going to have a youth side. In my own experience | 
believe that you need a blend of the younger players 
aswell as those with plenty of experience to guide them 
along. We’ve brought in Andy to give us a bit of 
experience, but maybe the side is still a bit too youthful 
for my liking at this point in time. 


Would you expect someone like Glenn Gwynne who 
I believe is about 25 to be taking more of a leading 
role at the back ? 

Y’ve got a lot of time for Glenn. I believe that he’s very 
underrated. He’s easily one of the best defenders in 
Australia, but the problem is that he’s struggling a lot 
with injuries, and we miss him dearly at the back. And 
Chris Zoricich aswell. So when we get those two back, 
one or two of the younger players may have to step down, 
and the experience will return. Players like that have a 
calming effect on the rest of the team. 


You’ve also had a huge amount of injuries, what is 
the latest on players like Kasey Wehrman, Nick 
Meredith, Chris Zoricich ete ? 

Nick’s looking to play this weekend. Chris was tossing 
up whether to play for the QAS last weekend, so they're 
nearly fit again, and I’d expect them to be back in the 
side within three weeks. 

Kaseys ankle is a bit of a worry. He had a scan last week, 
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and they haven’t found any other damage, but he’s still 
limping after having the plaster off after about 4 or 5 weeks, 
and that worries us. 


How do you find working with Frank ? Had you met 
him before you got the Strikers job ? and what sort of 
decisions will he ask you to make whilst he’s on the park 
during a game ? 

Yes, P'd met Frank once or twice before I came for the job. 
I'd met him to say “Hello” at state titles and such like, We 
got along very well last year and when I was asked the same 
question then, | said that it was great whilst we were winning, 
but P’If tell you more when things aren’t going so well. And 
to be quite honest nothing’s really changed. We had a bad 
patch last year, similar to this one now. The only problem 
being that we had a lot of points on the board last year. Frank 
is very professional in his attitude, and everything he does. 
Now things are tough, we're both probably a bit frustrated, 
if anything, at the moment. I’m ten years older than Frank, 
but he knows the game very well, and has a world more 
experience than me, but I think that we complement each 
other well. He’s still very calm, albeit very frustrated as 1 
said, but we need to keep a positive attitude, and he’s the 
one who reminds us that we have played a lot worse last 
year, and won. It’s just a matter of sticking to what we're 
doing, the goals will come, and we’ ll start picking up points. 
This time last year we’d probably scored fifteen or sixteen 
goals, and this year we've got three. Brownie only needs 
two goals to get to Kossies record, and how long have we 
been waiting for that ? Every time he gets a shot or header 
on goal ‘keepers are pulling off the most remarkable saves, 
and nine times out of ten, they’d have ended up in the back 
of the net. 

For example, last weekend Canberra had three shots on target, 
and scored two goals. We had ten shots and managed to 
scramble one, Last year that kind of luck was running for us 
- this year it’s not. 


What sort of decisions do you make together ? 

We'll talk about the game in the hotel room after the game. 
At home games we usually get together on a Monday, and 
discuss the game, and what we’re going to do for the coming 
week. We talk about the players, and if there are things that 
T don’t agree with Pll always put my point of view across, 
and he’s very receptive to that. If we have anumber of options 
we discuss them, but ultimately he makes his own mind up, 
and I don’t have a problem with that. 


You’re both learning from each other ? 

Yes. We talk about players, and Frank will have achat before 
the game, but then he becomes one of the players, and I have 
a chat at half-time. He usually knows what is going on from 
on the park, so we’re usually of the same mind if changes 
need to be made. 


How did the decisions to sign players like Chris 
Zoricich and Andy Harper come about ? Were you 
consulted, or had the decisions been made before you 
found out ? 

We had a look around at who was available at the time, 
and he said, “what do you think of him 7”, and when we 
got to Andy I thought that it would be a good move, and 
hoped that it would bolster our goal-scoring ranks. He’s a 
bit of a runner, and does score goals - usually. Wayne is 
still a little bit inexperienced, and ] thought that Andys 
experience was something that we needed, but 
unfortunately the goals haven't come yet. But the whole 
team is going through the same sort of thing. 

I think Andy is still going through that settling in period. 
His wife is still in Sydney, and if we could have got him 
earlier, during the pre-season maybe he would have settled 
by now. He’s having to learn a completely different style 
of football. He’s having to learn about the players around 
him, and they have to learn how he plays too. 


Will he stay for a few seasons, or was it a one year 
thing ? 

No we've got Andy with the idea of keeping him here. 
He’s doing some work as Schools Development Officer, 
and is looking to further his career in television, and that 
has had a huge bearing on where he was going to go. I 
think that he enjoys it up here, and its just a matter of time 
before everything slots into place for him. 

As for Chris, I think that we would have liked to have 
had him back last year. 


(Next month, Peter tells us about his own career, and 
his expectations for the Socceroos. Well, we did do the 
interview before that fateful Melbourne night) 


Also Next Month... 


We analyse the Socceroos disastrous 
World Cup exit. 
The Queensland Soccer Federations 
Annual General Meeting. 

An evening with Norman Whiteside. 
The Brisbane Lions new clubhouse 
and facilities. 

Get your copy of The Farr Post 
at the Strikers v Gippsland 


match on 3rd January 1998. 
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n minutes from France 
by Tony Moran 


\ 
10 \ Fiftee 


I put my hands up to my head, clutching at my hair and closed my eyes, screwing them shut, | 
don’t know why. Maybe to try and convince myself that Iran hadn’t scored a second goal. Maybe 
the linesman would have his flag up when I opened them again. But I knew that it was a very sii, 
hope. When I concentrated on the noises around me, all I could hear were muffled cheers some. 
where in the distance, and a lot of silence. An uneasy silence. The type that occurs when someone 
says something really silly, and everyone else is embarrassed at their mistake. 

When I did eventually open my eyes, the Iranians were celebrating with their fans behind the goa} 
nearest to us. Referee Sandor Puhl was busily trying to get them back onto the pitch to restart jhe 
game. I looked around me, and all I could see were stony faces. 

“Oh, shit !” someone said, to break the silence, 

“What does that mean ?” asked a woman, obviously unfamiliar with the “away goals” rule. 

“How long to go ?” queried the man next to me, and a quick check on the watch revealed about 
ten minutes. But no matter how much we cheered and shouted, and got behind the Socceroos, | 
knew that they had biown it. The Iranians were just too smart to pull two goals back, only to 
concede another with the game won. They had weathered the early Australian storm - four goal 
attempts in the first ten minutes of the game - and had gone two down straight after the break, 
but they’d never lost concentration for a minute. They had kept plugging away, probably knowing 
that we’d fade towards the end, as we had a week earlier in Tehran, and knowing that one goal 
would be enough to send a certain amount of panic through the Aussie team. And so it happened, 
With fifteen minutes to play we had lost that concentration and allowed them to put some respect- 
ability into the score - but no-one expected them to score a second, The script hadn’t been written 
that way, and if it had 85,000 people wouldn't have bothered to turn up. 

By the time the final whistle had blown, and I had sat down to let it all sink in, France seemed a 
lot further away than it had two hours previously. As the crowd began to disperse individual seats 
were still occupied. Most had heads in hands, Some just stared out towards the pitch. Invariably 
they wore green and gold replica shirts. The haunting vision of those Newcastle United fans in 
England after they had blown their chances of winning the Premier League eighteen months ago 
flashed through my mind. Now I knew how they felt, 

Eventually I plucked up enough courage to get out of my seat, and head for the pub. Well, we'd all 
arranged to meet back at the Cricketers Arms for celebratory drinks, hadn’t we ? Would they all 
still turn up ? Could we look each other in the eye ? How could we convince each other that our 
grief was greater than theirs ? 

On the way through the car park 1 bumped into some fans that I had met earlier. There were 
mumblings of acknowledgement, but that’s all. That uneasy silence again, and then we had 
parted company. 

The Cricketers was closed. It seemed obvious that it would be in hindsight. Probably best for all of 
us, But I eventually found another, and inside were replica green and gold shirts staring into 
drinks. The beers seemed so flat compared to the same ones earlier that day. 

I stood there for how long, I don’t know. But all these things went through my head .. . 

“Not much point in going to France, now !” 

“lll have to change the cover of The Farr Post !” 

“The game will go backwards here - until our next chance in four years time.” 

I found some of the Brisbane boys in the same pub as I headed for the door. Initially I stopped to 
talk to them, but what could I say ? What did anyone have to say ? We all just looked at each 
other for a second, and then we all looked away. Not a word was spoken. 

1 walked out onto the street, and began walking. I needed to be alone. 

I felt as if there had just been a death in the family ... 

It hadn't sunk in yet... 

But there was this emptyness. Lots and lots of emptyness... 
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Say 


Did anyone see the Rugby {Fors 
| League “Test” from Old 
| Trafford? Dear! Oh Dear!! 
Elkie Brooks, yes, Elkie 
Brooks (remember her!!) 
sang the British national 
anthem. Anyone who 
remembers Elkie Brooks in 
the charts — surely also 
-u4 remembers George Best in 
short trousers. I’m afraid 
————_——4 that Rugby League has 
become an Elkie Brooks kinda game. Everyone 
blend ie ab oe oe oar Although ten cents more expensive than the Daily 
ae g quallly Was Pack in days GON] Bronco, it also spares us the parochial articles about 
y. However when they really think about it, they [pow approximately 50% of Queenslanders are 
are forced to admit that that they recall those days women — or about the goings-on at the Sunshine 
more fondly than they warrant. : States ‘own’ Eiffel Tower at Park Road Milton. 
The Crushers gave away freely most of the tickets | We certainly live in uncertain times, what with 
suggested that might be closer to her tue ete, | Uy inthe currency markets, and stock prices 
iam: . é * [inclined to fall faster than Frank Farina in the penalty 
Speaking of national anthems, | am delighted that bo ; ; ; 
’ : x, but one investment that has proved its worth, is 
Soccer Australia have not followed Rugby , P f 
League's Janerican.= Infuencad bicihece 6 rls ere of the strikers home jerseys bought last 
having vaguely known starlets doing their ‘interpre-|1 know that they used to say that Norman Whiteside 
So helenae on rey iid Aussie was the ‘oldest teenager in the business’, during his 
pansy ese Manchester United days, but if he was 16 in 1982, 
deserves more respect than that. how can he be 34 in 19977 
ALS Ge ela laa if | According to the promotional material for his recent 
that doesn’t bring tears to your eyes .... tour, he seems to have grown older by 18 years in 


Is it my imagination, or are the floodlights at just iteen, 
Suncorp brighter than last year? More next month...... 


ome games last year, it seemed 

very dull. Between that and trying to 11 
decipher the micro print in The Farr 

Post, | was convinced that | was 

getting cataracts. 

| don't know why we are still debating the fact that 
the Courier Mail has such poor soccer coverage. 
Isn't that always the way it has been ? 

For at least two years | have been buying The 
Australian. Although far from perfect, it usually has a 
lot more soccer (if none of the local stuff) from 
around the world, and is usually much better 
informed. 


soccer Team Photographs 


We specialise In team photographs for junior and senior teams for soccer 
and other sports. 


Contact... 
Park Road Prints, 
41 Park Roail, Milton. 
Telephone 3367 1688 


Or, after hours... 
Paul Harley, Photographer. 
Telephone 3267 0681 
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Quotations 


Compiled by Ewen Anderson 


When | go to see Herr Hitler | give him the Nazi salute because that is the normal thing. It caries no hint of 
approval of anything he or his regime may do. And, if 1 do it, why should you or your team object? (Advice given 
to England’s footballers by Sir Neville Henderson, England's political ambassador prior to the 1938 clash 
ny and England in 1938 

onihee ree oe ne? | saw ae with my own eyes; violent, enraged. | saw them punching, spitting, 
throwing the passports of the dead and injured into the air to show their contempt. (Father of one of the dead at 
Heysel [1985 _ 

if tis aS is to become, let it die. (L’Equipe, [French newspaper], editorial [1985)) 

The place was like a palace. You were immediately conscious of belonging to something really big, feally 
important. Everyone at Highbury lived, breathed, talked, ate and drank Arsenal. Everyone believed in the club; 
everyone was proud to be part of it. It was just like playing cricket for Yorkshire. (Brian Close in ‘I don't bruise 
easily’ [1978}) . 
Football is one thing we did as a family and now we are not a family anymore. (Trevor Hicks, father of two girls 

ied at Hillsborough 

seattle now, ete is why it mattered to those young men from Liverpool that they should be there to 
support their team. What other group is going to troop their colours for them, present them with scarves and 
emblems? To what other section of society should they owe their allegiance? Not to country; we're going into 
Europe. Not to community; we're all isolated, shut in litle boxes, high rise or low, watching another box. Not to 
God; science has got rid of him. Not to guilt; Freud shoved that out of the window. (Beryl Bainbridge, on the 
Hillsborough disaster [1989]) 

Hoddle a luxury? It's the bad players who are a luxury. (Danny Blanchflower [1981] 

| hear Glenn's (Hoddle) found God. That must have been one hell of a pass. (Jasper Carrot [1988]) 

The origina! Hooligans were a spirited Irish family of that name whose proceedings enlivened the drab monotony 
of life in Southwark (London) about 14 years ago. The word is younger than the Australian /arrikin, of doubtful 
origin, but older than French apache. (Emest Weekly, Romance of Words [1912]) - -.. 
Norman Hunter telephoned me once to say that he’d gone home with a broken leg. | asked him ‘whose leg is it?', 
(Les Cocker, Leeds United and England trainer) 2. 
Somewhere in there the grace of a ballet dancer joins with the strength of an SAS squaddie, the dignity of an 
ancient king, the nerve of a bomb disposal officer. (Eamon Dunphy on Pat Jennings [1983]) 

| have been a great ambassador for this club. (Vinny Jones, on his disappointment at not winning the Wimbledon 

incy [1988 

reine on | would not have wished it on my worst enemy. (Luca Di Montezemolo, vice-president of 
Juventus, after the club failed to qualify for a Europea tourmament for the first time in 28 years [1991]) 

The Julie Andrews of football. (Duncan Mackenzie on Kevin Keegan [1981]) 

Our forwards are not encouraged to parade their ability in an ostentatious fashion. (Stan Cullis, Wolves manager) 
Football wasn't meant to be run by two linesmen and air traffic control, (Tommy Docherty, criticising those thal 
use the ‘long ball’ game [1988}) 


More Next Month 


Borussia Dortmund of Germany beat Cruzeiro World Cup disaster !! 
of Brazil, 2-0 in the Toyota Cup, last week, to be 


: What are your feelings on the failure by 
crowned World Club Champions. Last seasons the Socceroos to qualify for France next 
European Champions scored a goal in each half eset 
Write to The Farr Post with your stories. 


to seal the victory over the South American 
champions. 
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Wanderers implicated in jailbreak 
by Reuban McDuck 


A leaked Queensland police document implicates South Farr Wanderers club President | 
Walter “Winger* Wombat in the breakout last month from a Queensland jail of five danger- 

e of whom have since been recaptured, escaped 
from the Sir David Longlands Correctional Centre at Wacol in Brisbanes south-west, and 
were all making their way to the Shire of Farr. Exactly what their intentions were to be when 
they finally arrived are still in doubt, but investigations by this reporter have uncovered ay 


ous criminals. It is alleged that the five, thre 


some very interesting findings. 
Of the five, three had played football to a 
relatively high standard in Sydney and 
Melbourne, whilst the fourth had qualified as a 
physiotherapist specialising in sports injuries, 
whilst in jail. The fifth had a record of coach- 
ing average teams to premierships in the space 
of a season, and was highly regarded in 
footballing cicles for his tactical awareness of 
the game. 
They are alleged to have been contacted by 
Wombat before the breakout with regards to 
their playing availability in the near future, and 
the positions of coach and team doctor still had 
not been filled by the Wanderers at the time of 
the breakout. 
The leader of the five, Brendan Abbott, had 
been convicted of a number of bank robberies, 
but had also played football to a high standard 
in Melbourne before turning to a life of crime. 
A tough, uncompromising central defender, 
with a string of championship and premiership 
medals to his name, Abbott was feared by new- 
age strikers and old-fashioned centre-forwards 
alike. 
The Farr Post has managed to track down an 
old adversary from his playing days all those 
years ago in Melbourne, who asked us not to 
reveal his identity. He had this to say... 
“Yeah, he was tough alright. He never gave you 
an inch .. . always tapping away at your ankles 
and talking to you throughout the game. I 
remember once he said that he knew where I 
lived, and the boys were raiding my house at 
that very minute. When I got home, everything 
had gone . . . video, TV, CDs . . . the lot. 
“Another time he got sent off five minutes 
before the end of the match, and when the 
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game finished and we all went to the dressing room, 
all our clothes had been nicked. Watches, wallets... 
everything ! He denied it, of course, but we had more 

than our suspicions.” 
Wombat was not available for comment when we | 
contacted him, but The Farr Post suspects ex- 

Wanderers bench-warmer, Roy “Bushy” Brown was 
somehow involved in the breakout, as he has not | 
been seen in the area for the past few months. i 
Indeed police confiscated Browns postcard to 
Wombat from the clubhouse last week, when it was | 
revealed that the postmark was found to be a forgery. | 
Browns whereabouts are still unknown, but a person 
resembling him has been seen in many Brisbane pubs 
of late. But then again, "Bushy" is a typical 
Queenslander !! 

The Farr Post will strive to keep you up to date with 
the latest developments as they happen. 


For the very best prices 
oh Computing gear, point 
| your browser at 

| www.bunyip.net.au 

Or phone for a quote on 


3264 2660 @@@ 


bunyip 


Systems & Software 
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The curse, I suppose, of being a realist.) 


I have been lucky enough to play Senior football for some great clubs and 
have been doubly lucky to have made some lifelong friends in these clubs 


Great players 


For the last couple of years I have been trying to think of those players of 
special quality that I have been lucky enough to play with in my football 
years.(I wish that 1 could have used “football career” instead of “football 
years” in the preceding sentence but I definitely think you have to be a 
bit of a quality player to seriously consider that you have had a "career". 
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that I have plged with by Gk 


thought he was goin, of me off the park. I scored a few goals (not 
many), was sent off tip, twenty three years of Senior football (never 
at fault), and made a gy thmans dinners by washing the referees 
cars etc,etc. Basicalj, . | am trying to say is that | am like your 
eighty percent of footbaly WhO love the game, were never “that” good 
and even by training to < ptimum level could never get to “that” level. 
I seemed to miss the ingent that “those” quality players had. I 
therefore feel qualifieq ,ment on some of “those” players. To let 
you know how hard jpjs ere is a test. 


and meet some of the weirdest bunch of characters you could ever hope 


to meet. The hard part is distancing yourself from the social ability of 
your mates to a cold hard analysis of their soccer ability. 

Before I start this precis | must admit to being a bit of a one paced 
Journeyman (ala Trevor Hocking) except that I didn’t shave until I was 
seventeen. I had some skill, not a lot of pace, and had an ability to beat a 
man three or four times in a yard of space and then give it to him when | 


Merton-East : (The First Club) 

Player - Chris Carroll 

I came after the likes of Stevie Dolan and Ron 
Millman (otherwise I wouldn’t have got a game) 
but I was involved with the likes of Bevan 
Bohan (hands up all those who had easy games 
against Bevan...1 didn’t think so) and Phil 
Thompson who was quality starting with a 
capital "Q" owing to his vision on the ball. But 
the “best” player I played with their was the 
goalkeeper named Chris Carroll who was 
brought over from the U.K. to fill in the massive 
gap in goals that we had. Trouble was one of 
our forwards got injured and he slotted in up 
front and was the leading goalscorer in the first 
division after six games. Our forward came 
back and Chris took over in goals where his 
real skills of courage, vision and timing made 
him look like he had all the time in the world to 
do his business. 


Annerley : (The Family Club) 

Player - Mickey Rooney. 

As much as I don’t like to say it he really was a 
class player. What people probably don’t know 
about Mickey is that he was incredibly fit. His 
training regime was very hard and his skill level 
was enormously high. He had excellent vision 
and always seemed to have so much time on 
the ball. 


Of all the players yoy paelayed with or seen, name five players in two 
minutes who have gtooq! head and shoulders above all else. Got 
them? Good! Now say whey stand out. If you know why send the 
players names and reageWhy into T.F.P and have them published. It 
really would make for exent reading and strong bar room debate. 
Here is my list :- 


Gold Coast City : (Your Cheque Is In The Mai? look good wich’ is saying something. I have 
Club) wer played with a player so obviously heavily 
Player - Ricky Mangan. ked throughout a game. He was often 

1 don’t think I ever played with anyone who arked by sad faced men with the sole 
dominated games and oppositions so much, tention of stopping him in any way they 
When Ricky played you were always a lot more |ld. He lifted a team whenever he played by 
confident running out. If he could ever haye {st simply being there. Put this on top of him 
been able to see out a season without injury or {ing one of natures true gentlemen and you 
contractual worries his name would have graced |ve the complete player and man. This is in 
Rothman’s dinners a lot more than it did. same year as Keith Marsh won the 
thman’s Medal. 


Acacia Ridge : (Forever Mates Club) 

Player - Jim Spence 

The player I would most hate to play against. A 
lot of people will query this player over the likes 
of Alan Hunter, Norm Bell , lan Proud, Robbie 
Farrow and the Gerritsen brothers but the 
reasoning is simple. Jimmy Spence taught me to 
hate losing or to hate coming off the park feeling 
like you had not given 100%. I learned off him 
that there was no such thing as a lost cause and 
that 40/60 balls were always winnable if you 
gritted your teeth and weren’t afraid of grassburmm 
Every team needs a player like this. If you haven 
got someone like that you will not do well. 


yer- Gary Bromfield 

had the qualities of all the above players. 

could play at any level with any players and 

er be out of place. The heart of alion and 

cely competitive. His desire to never lie 

wn in front of a challenge, no matter how 

at, rubbed off on all those around him. It is 

hard picking one player from a team as you 
find out if you take the challenge. Other 

ayers in this club who impressed me greatly 

te Phil Cruise who was able to score goals 

at shouldn’t have been scored and Neil 

lins who was your 1950’s type of Centre- 

If who you always loved to have on you side 


Grange Thistle (The Lost Years) 
Piayer- Steve Dolan 


Even at thirty four or thirty five and only having jd never play against. 
one working leg he had more skill, vision and 
pace than any player I have ever seen. He made 


Southside Hagies : 15” 


(The Later Years} 
Player - Stu Woodruffe 


Woodie has always been an excellent keeper. 
From his glory days right through he has 
shown courage and sheer breathtaking ability. 
Coming back after a couple of years lay off 
with illness he showed the players and 
spectators something they had not seen at 
Memorial Park for some years....."sheer class.” 
He only played the last twelve games for us 
but having him on the park gave you confi- 
dence when your legs were tired, your belly 
was too big and you lost the ball on halfway or 
gave a suicide backpass. 


T re-read this and try to find a through line or 
a common denominator on all these players to 
see why they impress me so much. The 
common threads are that they all have an 
ability to look like they have heaps of time 
when they are on the bali, they give unsefishly 
of themselves to their team and they don’t 
know when they are beaten. Not bad charac- 
teristics of any footballer in any code. 


So that is my list of the really good players 
who I have been lucky enough to play with 
and who I believe have got “it.” There are 
twenty to thirty other players I have played 
against who I believe have also got “it.” But it 
would be unfair for me to name them because 
you really have to play with, coach or monitor 
closely to see if they really have got “it.” Lots of 
players play well against certain sides in 
certain situations but I believe the players 
named above displayed the qualities I have 
mentioned year round. I look forward to 
reading other readers choices. 


Cheers. 
G.K. 


If you have any stories from your 
footballing days in Queensland, 
or remember some great local 
players from days gone by, write 
in to us, and share your memo- 
ries with the rest of us. 


__— 
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Fallen Hero by pau! Harley 


Picture the scene. The home team is trailing 1-0, with less than half an hour to play. They struggled ip the 
first half but are now forcing their way back into the game. The fans are getting behind them, they're 
exerting some pressure and there are encouraging signs of a fightback. 
Then-disaster. One of the home team players does something which leaves the team in even more trouble. 
Not deliberately, obviously-nobody would deliberately disadvantage his own team. However due to his 
actions, what was already a difficult situation is now practically out of reach. 
How do you think the home fans would react? Abuse? Ridicule? Pour scorn on the guilty party? Really 
give him heaps? Or maybe a sympathetic silence, sharing his discomfort at leaving his mates up againg, jj? 
How about a round of applause? Unlikely? Wouldn’t happen? Well, it did, when Frank Farin 
peared up the tunnel after being sent off against Carlton. 
Why? Well, ’m not sure exactly. You wouldn’t) While once the award of a free kick, and issuing of g 
see the same reaction to an own goal, for example, yellow card, depended on some “intent” being in. 
ora missed penalty. But leaving your mates in the] volved, that’s no longer the case. The “intent” ye. 
lurch, really up against it, surely is just as bad.| quirement has been removed, replaced by “careless, 
Worse, even. Hardly the sort of thing you'd ex-| reckless or involving disproportionate force”. To put 
pect to win you a round of applause, Well, not from] it in simpler terms-tackler beware! If you commit 
your own fans, anyway. Especially not when you're yourself to a challenge, then be prepared to suffer 
their leader, their inspiration. the consequences if you fail to win the ball cleanly, 
Ah....now maybe that has something to do with] 4 free kick at least, often a yellow card, maybe even 
it? It’s an appreciation of his efforts, pethaps?| g red if it's bad enough to be judged “serious foul 
Busting a gut, striving to get them back into the play”. The sooner players realise and accept this, the 
game-"you're still our hero, Frank! (even though] sooner we'll see fewer needless, silly, costly yellow 
you have left us in the shit)”. Or sympathy, maybe,| (and red) cards. And less use of that old faithful “but 
because he was giving 101%, didn’t intend to get! ] was going for the ball” in attempting to defend or 
sent off, just slightly mistimed his tackle-hey, just] justify their actions. Or even “but I played the ball” 
one of those things, it could happen to anyone.| this is no defence, if the challenge is deemed to be 
(Yes, so it could, and they'd be sent off too, but] “careless, reckless or involving disproportionate 
not to a round of applause). “We know you didn’tl force”. 
really mean it, Frank, it wasn’t your fault”. In Frank’s case, then, surely there can be no real 
So-whose fault was it, then? Well, if not Frank, it| doubt? Both challenges fall into the “careless/reck- 
could only be-the ref! Of course-THE REF! Let’s| Jess” category; both yellow cards were warranted, 
blame the ref-it’s HIS fault! So-it’s not a chorus of] The referee was right. 
approval for the hero, rather one of disapproval| ——>-——=--—— 
for the REAL villain of the piece. The referee. He’s Did Frankie deserve to be 
sent off ? 


to blame! 
No, he’s not. Frank’s to blame. The referee was What is your opinion on this 
incident ? 


right. That’s not only my opinion, it’s also the opin- 

ion of every referee I’ve spoken to since. ; b 

Frank doesn’t agree. Among other things, he’s been Should the Stri ke squad 
relocate to the opposite side 

of the ground ? 


quoted as saying “you could argue the first card 
but the second time I definitely went for the ball”. 

Send us your views on any 
or all of these topics. 
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a disap. 


I don’t think there’s any question in anyone’s mind 
that he did, but that’s not enough. He didn’t get it, 
wherein lies the reason for the caution and conse- 
quent dismissal. 
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Local or Neutral ? by Paul Harley oe 


The referee at the Strikers v. Carlton game, the ref- 
eree who sent Farina off, was Mark Shield. Mark 
Shield is a neutral referee. He happens to live in Bris- 
bane, This does not make him any less neutral, All 
referees, by the very definition of the word and the 
“job description”, are neutral. This applies irrespec- 
tive of whether they are local or not. Mark Shield is 
a neutral referee, just the same as a referee from Syd- 
ney, Melbourne, or wherever. 

In calling for neutral referees, the implication is 
that local referees are not neutral, and therefore 
biased. And presumably, in light of the attempts to 
have them removed from their games, biased 
against the Strikers, This can hardly have escaped 
the attention of the local referees, nor be expected 
to ease the tensions that currently exist. 

Farina has also come up with a novel method of 
judging a referee’s performance. “They know if they 
have a bad game. I reckon the best way to tell is 
afterwards. If they don’t come up for a drink then 
that’s usually a good sign and I don’t recall seeing 
any officials after the game.” 

Really, Frank! That’s a bit simplistic, isn’t it? 
There’s little to be gained in jumping to conclu- 
sions in the emotion of the moment-and the wrong 
ones, in my opinion. 

Agreed, every referee knows when they have had a 
bad game, just as every player does. However, not 
going for a drink after the game should in no way 
be seen as an admission of having had a bad game. 
Rather, it was sheer common sense. Recognising 
that they wouldn’t be welcome in the circum- 
stances, the officials went elsewhere, and avoided 
exacerbating an already tense situation. 

with Soccer Australia, and the Of course this wasn’t the first time that Farina has 
will abide by their ruling. How- been sent off in similar circumstances at Suncorp. 
ever they would be disappointed if the opportunity to | The previous occasion, which comes readily to mind, 
referee Strikers’ games at Suncorp was removed, was in the 1995/96 play-offs. Trailing 2-0 from the 
While Brusasco has emphasised that no criticism of | first leg, leading 1-0 on the night, he was sent off, 
local referees is intended, remarks made by player- | again for his second cautionable offence, within min- 
coach Frank Farina appear to contradict this. Farina | utes of scoring the goal that put Strikers back in the 
has been quoted in various publications as calling for game. Hero to villain, just like that. The opposition 
neutral referees to be appointed at Strikers’ home| that night were Sydney United. The referee? Brett 
games. It’s the use of the word “neutral” that raises | Hugo. From Sydney. 

concern, Neutral referees, anybody? 


Following Frank Farina’s sending off against Carlton, 
Brisbane Strikers’ Chairman lan Brusasco renewed 
his request to Soccer Australia for /ocal referees not 
to be appointed to their home games. This is not in- 
tended as a criticism of the local officials, but a rec- 
ognition of the “enormous pressure” placed on them 
in these circumstances. While there is some logic and 
merit in the suggestion, it does raise some further 
points and could cause more 
problems than it solves. 

The practice is not restricted to 
Brisbane, with local referees also 
appointed to games in Mel- 
bourne, Sydney, Adelaide and 
Perth. To the best of my knowl- 
edge, only the Strikers have made | 
any complaints, but any change 
here would surely have to apply 
elsewhere? And if taken to its 
logical conclusion, would ref- 
erees also be prevented from tak- } 
ing charge of their local teams 
when playing away from home? 
Either way, the additional finan- 
‘cial burden on Soccer Australia 
would be enormous, not to men- 
tion the increased difficulties in 
allocating referees to games they 
are still eligible to do. 

The referees, while understand- 
‘ing and to some extent agreeing 
with the reasons behind the move, 
are not getting involved in the 
politics. The decision rests entirel 


Referee Mark Shield 
with that famous 
second yellow card 
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18 \ A Return to Roots - The Review 


by Ewen Anderson 
Last month, Steve Cooper shared with us his decision NOT +o pursue hie 
questionable African and/or South American roots and rewrite the original 
epic based on some dark dubious past. Instead, he went to the UK and on the 
agenda were two grounds from a past life that Steve tells his fellow Farr Post 
writers have fond memories for him. Here we review the programmes from 
the two games that he saw. 


West Ham United v Bolton Wanderers 
Saturday 18 October, 1997 

Boleyn Ground, London 

48 Pages (164mm x 240mm) - 


21% adverts 


Ludo Miklosko was injured. P39 - A past Har- 
mers Hero - Ernie Gregory, P42/43/44 - Wel_ 
come to Bolton, Left so late in the programme, 
I forgot the reason for the issue. P45 - Pre. 
miership Stats. How each team scores theip 
goals, (Headers, Shots from inside the 6 yard 
box, Shots from outside the area, Volley, Free 
Kick, Penalties etc.) How they 
conceded their goals, Average 


Popularly known as Upton Park, the Gates for each club. (For a 


ground is actually known as the Boleyn 
Ground and is to be found in Green 
Street. (That's the trivia dealt with). 
This full colour production gives heaps |: 
of reading for any football fan. It's 
even better if you're a fan of the Ham- 
mers or Trotters. So much to read - 
here is a Kwik Flik © review of Ham- 
mer, P2 - A Profile on recent signing 
Tan Pearce. P3 - Harry Redknapp writes 
for you. P4/5 - Hammers Hotline. Did 
you know that there are 12 different 
numbers available to meet the needs of the vari- 
ous ‘offices’ at WHU? Plus, WHU are on the ‘net - 
WWW.westhamunited.co.uk. P6/7 - 6 colour pics 
of the 3-0 win over Villa in the League Cup. P9 About 
new signing Eyal Berkovic, P10/11 - Tickets & Travel. 
All the info you need on Away games and the costs 
for Home games, how to book etc. P13 - Craig 
Etherington, a young Hammer. P14/15 - Another 
new signing. Andrew Impey talks, P16 - Flashback 
to a previous Hammers v Trotters fixture. P17 - 
Postbag. Letters from fans. P19 - A perspective 
view of the 0-0 result by England in Rome. P20 - 
Profile on Dennis Bergkamp, Premier League Sep- 
tember Player of the month, P21 - Profile on fans. 
(Includes 7 year old Billie Farr), P 23 - Feature on 
squad man Keith Rowland. P24/25 - 5 actions pics 
of the 0-3 result at The Dell. P27 - Quiz. P29 - In 
the Community. P31 - The Junior Hammers. (Pro- 
files on young fans). P33 - Feature on transferred 
listed Ian Bishop. P34/35 - Reserves and Youths. 
Plenty of news and stats on the younger sides, P36/ 
37 - Rio Ferdinand - ready for England. P38 - When 


- that's Southampton's honour), 
Form from the last six games for 
each side. Biggest, best, worst, 
lowest, smallest, most consecy- 
tive of everything. Red and Yel- 
| low Card stats, (Wimbledon were 
the ‘cleanest’ side). Top scorers, 
P46/47 - Fixtures, Results, 
Crowds, Line Ups for each WHU 
game. League tables and Ham- 
mers appearances, P48 - Squads 
and profiles on two mascots for the day. In- 
cludes profile of the Ref. 


The cost of the programme is £2 ($5) but is 
good value. Plenty of reading, not too many ads 
- most are related to promoting the club or 
it's services etc in some way. One thing I did 
learn was that there is a Premier Youth League, 
It appears only half related to the Premier 
League as clubs such as Middlesbrough and 
Sunderland are also featured. Finally, in case 
of emergencies, there will be messages over 
the PA system. They will be proceeded by the 
sound bing, bong, bong, bing. I kid you not. I 
would claim that to be a quote from the pro- 
gramme but material from this publication must 
not be produced in any form without the Club's 
written authority. So you'll have to work it out 
for yourself where the information came from 
as TFP does not have written permission to 


tell you this. 


change Wimbledonaren't bottom 
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Watford v Fulham 

Tuesday 21° October, 1997 

Vicarage Road Stadium, Watford 

40 Pages (170mm x 240mm) 27% 
adverts 

(Also included is a 12 page AS Watford 
Christmas Catalogue) 


This programme cost 
£1.80 ($4.50) and has 
that little bit of artis- 
tic creativity behind it 
that makes it stand out 
that bit more from the 
rest, Each page is set 
up to look like a compu- 
ter program with all the 
buttons that you would 
normally see ona screen 
to click on and take you 
via various shortcuts to 
the next article / fea- 
ture, Simple and ef fec- 
tive, It's full colour and full of plenty of reading 
and stats. 


P2 - “Background Information". The managers and 
directors, phone numbers, contents and future 
matches, P3 - “Running our club". Graham Taylor 
discusses refs, P5 - “News 1", P6/7 - "News 2/3", 
Snippets on what's happening around Watford. 
P9/10/11/13/14 - “Opponents”. An interesting 4 
page introduction to Fulham. Unlike West Ham, 
Watford feature their guests early in the pro- 
gramme, not at the end. Ray Wilkins is the new 
manager whilst Kevin Keegan is the C.0.0.1 (A 
bit of a coup for Fulham - ‘xcuse the punl), The 
new Chairman is Mohamed Al-Fayed, father of 
the late Dodi, Certainly three bigger names you 
couldn't find at a Division 2 club. Also includes 
vital stats on Fulham's year to date and a direct 
comparison with Watford. P16 - “Junior Hornets”. 
P17 - “Football in the Community”, P19 - "Inter- 
view", Player profile on Clint Easton, P20/21 - 
Double page colour photo of Clint. (Shirt spon- 
sors are also featured, If you have a spare £450 
($1125) then you too can Sponsor just ONE 
Watford shirt number. You'd want the number 
to be 192,086,864 to feel as if you were getting 
your money's worthl). P23 - “Local sport", Fea- 
tures news on senior non league clubs in the area. 
A nice community touch to the page. Also fea- 
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tures Watford Ladies Youth and Senior 
teams. Nice One Watford. Well Done! P26 - 
“Past and Present". This day in history in 1922, 
1967, 1978 & 1989. P27 - Hornets One Hun- 
dred, To celebrate 100 years as a professional 
club, this page features 100 players that have 
a link to Watford. P28 - “Out of Play". Focus 
on the club's new Merchandising Manager. 
P30/31 - “Past & Present". Actions pics from 
the York City game. P32 - “Kit Sponsors”. 
P33 - “Watching Watford", Away travel de- 
tails. P34/35 - “The Future". Reserves & 
Youth news. P37 - “Information”. Statistical ly 
Speaking. Stats galore, P38/39 - “Informa- 
tion". League tables, player appearances, fix- 
tures, results, line-ups, scorers, attendances. 
P40 - “Teams. Officials, Other Games", The 
oe Very Old Fashioned as they came as 
1-11 


Great programme froma smaller club. Good 
presentation & wide range of articles. Doesn't 
pretend to be anything it isn't, I'd be very 
surprised if Watford’s 1997/8 programme 
didn't win an award before the end of the 
season, 


Tf you have a programme or maga- 
zine that you'd like to see reviewed 
in The Farr Post, just send it to: 


EWEN ANDERSON 
PO BOX 5155 
ALEXANDRA HILLS QLD 4161 


In the meantime, until next time, 
enjoy your football, 
eee 


Next month Ewen reviews more English 
football publications, and has a look at a 
one-off fanzine from the World Cup 
qualifier. 


Matildas 


Matildas 0 China 3. 


The Farr Post 


‘iven a lesson 


Womens international. Oakes Oval, Lismore. 4pm Sunday November i6th, 1997, 


The match as a contest was almost over by half-time. The 
Chinese had raced to a three goal lead, and had pulled the 
Aussie defence all over the park in the first 45 minutes. 
They had played with plenty of width from the back three 
to the front runners, and their simple “ball-to-feet” game 
had the Matildas run ragged by the break. 

But all credit to our national team. They came out in the 
second half and showed a tremendous amount of courage 
and determination. The Chinese attack was stifled, and the 
midfield began to get on top of their more physical 
opponents. Chances were created, but when they hit the 
post, and the ensuing goalmouth scramble didn’t yield a 
goal, one feared that it was just not to be their day. In the 
end, their pride had been restored after it lay shattered by 
half-time. 

However the afternoon was nearly washed out as a 
thunderstorm threatened minutes before kick-off. The game 
commenced amid heavy black skies, but it was the two wide 
runners for the Chinese that threatened early on. Both lost 
their markers, and were fed accurate passes from the 
midfield, and as soon as the fifth minute, the Australian 
defence was opened up. 

A corer from the right found an unmarked player at the 
near post, but her header was wide of the mark. That early 
miss was a sign of things to come as the Chinese broke 
down the left, and the accurate cross was met by Shui 
Qingxias head, to open the scoring. It was a textbook piece 
of work, and highlighted the difference in class that the 
first half showed. 

The Aussie girls persisted with long goalkicks, and hopeful 
punts upfield from defence whilst the Chinese always 
restarted with short kicks to the full backs and sweeper. 
Their pre-match warm up drill, which saw all eighteen squad 
members warming up in unison, was carried into the main 
game as the girls took up pre-defined positions at certain 
set-pieces, which included goalkicks. 

After twenty-five minutes Sun Xianguai made it 2-0 with a 
low shot after beating the off-side trap, and local heroine 
Lisa Casagrande was subbed before the restart. 
Queenslander Alicia Ferguson taking her place up front. 
Coach Greg Brown was heard to comment that the 
Australian girls were not used to playing against such a 
physical side, and the Chinese continued to assert their 
authority. A free-kick on the edge of the area was hit just 
wide, a chip from the right hit the top of the bar, and 
Bridgette Starr was booked for a trip from behind as the 
right-winger beat her once more just outside the box. 

As half-time approached the left winger put over a cross to 


the back post which looped over Belinda Kitchings |jeaq 
and into the comer to end the half with a 3-0 scoreline to 
the Chinese. 

In the second half the Aussies came out and played a 
completely different game. They closed the Chinese 
women down-earlier, and began forcing a few errors, The 
Chinese wingers didn’t seem to have as much space jo 
tun, and consequently goalkeeper Kitchings job Was 
made easier. Her saves were from attacking moves that 
didn’t seem as dangerous as those in the first half 

Ten minutes in, and Alicia Ferguson, who worked 
tirelessly since she came on as a sub, beat the offside 
trap, and hit the post. The Chinese managed to scrambje 
the ball clear, and the Aussie girls just scemed to lack 
that quickness of feet that their opponents had. 

The second half degenerated into a midfield battle for 
dominance, but late in the half the Matildas created a 
number of chances, which they couldn’t convert, The 
3,000 strong crowd got behind them as they pressured 
the Chinese goal, and although a three goal deficit would 
have been difficult to overcome, one sensed that they 
were more determined to get one back, than ail three. 
Ten minutes after the game had ended, and the girls were 
signing autographs the heavens opened, and Norther 
New South Wales was hit by a terrible storm. The Farr 
Post reporters crawled back to Queensland in torrential 
tain, but having been thoroughly entertained by the 
Australian Womens Soccer Association, and the Soccer 
Far North Coast. 

Many thanks to all concerned. (TM). 


Quick Learners ! 


The Matildas must have learned one helluva lot - 
and quickly from that 3-0 defeat. For the 
following week the two teams met once more in 
the final of the mini-tournament, with the Aussie 
girls winning 2-1. 


Group games - 

Australia 0 China 3 (Lismore) 

Australia 2 New Zealand 0 (Newcastle) 
China 3 New Zealand 1 (West Belconnen) 


Final - 
Australia 2 China 1 (Manuka Oval) 


The Farr Post 
SOCCER FAR NORTH COAST 
by Mark Robinson 


When the Chinese national women’s soccer team made its first visit to Australian shores in mid- 
November, they played their opening game at Lismore’s Oakes Oval - a reflection on the increasing 
Stature being gained by soccer on the Far North Coast of NSW and recognition of the boom in womens 
soccer in the region, 
A slick Chinese outfit defeated a gallant Matildas 3-0 in the opening match of the Tri-Series competi- 
tion that also includes New Zealand, and left Lismore impressed by the standard of the playing 
facilities and their first taste of Australian hospitality. 
The match was the first womens international to be played in the region and is one of many indicators 
that show soccer on the Far North Coast of NSW is thriving, 
Next year the region celebrates a milestone when it Stages its SOth year of competition. For most of 
those 50 years the regional body was known as “Lismore District Soccer”, but at the instigation of 
member clubs the title was updated to Soccer Far North Coast just last year. The title more accurately 
reflects the organisation, which administers all mens and womeiis soccer from Grafton in the south to 
Mullumbimby in the North and as far west as Casino. 
With 30 clubs and over 5,000 registered players, a full time office is required to administer the code, 
with one full-time employee and 11 directors. 
Since the inception of the first competition in the region in 1949, the game slowly progressed through 
the 50’s and 60’s, but began to explode in the early 70s, experiencing steady growth every year since, 
with numbers still increasing annually. 
The region currently has representatives in both Australian national sides, with Craig Foster making 
himself a regular in the Socceroos line-up and Lisa Casagrande one of the Matildas most promising 
young players. 
The recent establishment of a Coaches Association and ITP’s is improving the skills of the region’s 
huge base of junior players, with success coming to several local sides this year. 
The Goonellabah grade 15 club side won the state-wide Champion of Champions competition, beating 
Canterbury side Inta-Lions 6-1 in the final, while Alstonville primary school won its state-wide 
competition and Kadina High reached the final of the Bill Turner Cup. 
At senior level, SFNC has seven senior mens divisions and three senior womens divisions with a total 
of 100 senior teams. 
Lismore clubs have traditionally dominated the Premier division, the regions top level of competition, 
but their stranglehold was broken this season when the Casino Cobras won the grand final with a 2-1 
victory over minor premiers Lismore Workers. 
Their victory reflects the growing strength of regional clubs outside Lismore and is a healthy sign for 
the future of soccer in the region. 
In recent years links with the Gold Coast have been increased with the establishment of the “Gold 
Coast — Far North Coast Challenge Cup”, an annual day-long tournament involving juniors, womens 
and mens matches. 
Future cross-border links are expected to expand, especially in the field of junior rep games, which 
could only be of benefit to both sides. 
With the approach of the 1998 World Cup (hopefully including Australia) and the 2000 Olympics, soccer 
can expect the next few years to be a boom period for the gamie in regional areas, giving both SFNC and 
South East Queensland organisations plenty to look forward to. 
For more information contact Mark Robinson, on 02 6622 2759, 
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A RETURN TO ROOTS - PART II 


ae 


Arriving at Heathrow airport at 6.30 in the moming of 
Friday 17th October 1997 after the flight from Oz, the 
average punter might not have a clear idea of where to 
go first. Not this black duck ! Collect the hire car and 
off to Green Street, Upton Park - home of the football 
academy of East London, the mighty Hammers ! 


OK, the next day’s game against Bolton Wanderers may 
not set everyone’s world alight, but football in the UK 
is experiencing a renaissance in terms of popularity, and 
attendances are up at most clubs. Combined with re- 
duced capacities at most grounds, being all- seater these 
days, this has led to most games being sold out before 
the day of the match - some games are sold out for 
months in advance and some clubs’ whole season is 
sold out ! This makes it very hard for the casual visitor 
to get hold of a ticket, so | was determined not to miss 
the chance of seeing West Ham for the first time in nearly 
three and a half years. 


Ten years ago when I was regularly on the terrace at 
Upton Park, the crowds were averaging around 18,000. 
These days, their average is up to 25,000, despite their 
lower half premier league standing and the current price 
of seats. It is not cheap to attend football in the UK . 
The cheapest seats at West Ham were nineteen pounds 
(around $42) and they had restricted views ! Most seats 
were twenty five pounds ( $50) . That’s in the same 
bracket as top line concerts or ballet - but then, isn’t 
football working men’s ballet ?! 


So, after a pleasant early morning drive through the 
snarling city traffic of London, | duly arrived at Upton 
Park and, after meeting some Danish Brondby support- 
ers also there for the game (they were too late to see 
Brondby old boy Marc Reiper - West Ham had just sold 
him to Celtic ! ) - secured my seat for the next day’s 
game. 


Saturday turned on a Brisbane day for me, 21 degrees 
and clear blue skies, a real English summer’s day in 
late autumn, Arriving in Upton Park, I was in claret and 
blue heaven, and, sure enough, the game was a sell out. 
The ground was looking in excellent shape (the infa- 
mous mud patch on the half way line by the players’ 
tunnel, that could stop an opposition’s flying winger 
dead in his tracks, has long gone). With the redevel- 
oped ground, the space between pitch and crowd had 
opened up a little bit more - not much, but enough to 
allow a player to at least try to stop before plunging 
head first into the crowd ! 


by Steve Cooper 


Another thing that } observed was the number of young 
boys with their fathers at the game, indeed whole families 
This may not be unusual here in Brisbane, but ten years 
ago in England this would have been a rare sight indeod 
Football then was vor the place to take the kids, Although 
the were paying out over two hundred dollars, English foot. 
ball is a family day out, and the atmosphere on this sunny 
Saturday afternoon certainly felt less intimidating than jn 
the past. I would guess that the all seater stadium ruling has 
had an effect in this area, but I wonder how many families 
could afford to go every two weeks for every home game? 


The third thing I noticed, again due to the ground changes, 
was that there no longer appeared to be a definite “home 
end. In the days of terraces, there was the North Bank - 
definite home territory - and the South Bank, shared with 
away fans. Now, other than the away fans having the lowor 
tier of the Northern stand, there was no concentration of 
West Ham support in one part of the ground. With the more 
open ground, there appeared less volume to the songs and 
chants, which made for a different atmosphere in the ground 
- a definite loss, I feel. 


The game itself proved to be a typical, full blooded affair, 
not helped by some dubious refereeing - a common cry 
that the standard of referees in the UK has fallen greatly 
during the past few years. At least he was consistent in 
making bad decisions against both sides. In fact, one of the 
biggest cheers from the West Ham fans came when the 
Bolton supporters voiced an opinion upon the referee’s par- 
entage ! 


But this was to be West Ham’s day and they came away 
with a 3 - 0 win, including two goals from “sooooouper 
Johnnie Hartson |”, as announced by the tannoy. At least 
the Hammers have one striker scoring goals at the moment. 
but if he were to be injured, I think that they would be 
struggling. In defence, young Rio Ferdinand looked solid 
and confident, and with Berkovic active in midfield they 
looked like the best side at the club for some time. Unfortu- 
nately, Stan Lazaridis was out injured, so I was unable (0 
see first hand just how well he is performing in the English 
league, which, by all accounts, is pretty well, making him 
a crowd favourite. 


At the end of the day, it was a very successful retum (0 
Upton Park for me, and while subsequent results haven't 
all gone their way, it looks like they should have a top {t 
finish this year. 


The Farr Post 
FRANCE 98]{ 7,0 1 45 
“The World Cup || 1 he final 32 


eu The final thirty-two teams that will compete for the 
World Cup in France next year are as follows .. . 


Brazil (holders), France (hosts), Germany, Spain, 
Romania, England, Denmark, Colombia, Ttaly, 
Mexico, Holland, Norway, Morocco, Chile, Japan, 
Argentina, Croatia, Yugoslavia, Tunisia, Bulgaria, 
Austria, Belgium, U.S.A., South Africa, Scotland, 
Paraguay, Iran (Booooooo), Saudi Arabia, Jamaica, 
Cameroon, Nigeria, South Korea. 


The Farr Post in association with Global 
Sports Tours will probably not be offering 
readers the opportunity to join us in France 
for the 1998 World Cup, after all. 

The Socceroos disappointing exit at the final 
hurdle last week in Melbourne, made us re- 
consider our options now. 

However I'm sure Global Sports Tours would 
be more than happy to help you make your 
way over there to see any other team, and they 
can be contacted at... 

Global Sports Tours 

17 Manning Street, 

South Brisbane, Qld 4101 


As we go to print the seedings and final groupings 
are taking place in France, and we will print these in 
full in the January issue of The Farr Post. 


Although we do not expect to go to the finals next 
year, The Farr Post will still keep you up to date 
with the latest news and gossip surrounding this 
historic occasion. 


Phone (07) 3844 4966 Well, it's historic for Jamaica, I suppose. 
Toll Free 1 800 653 231 Next month we will look at the Socceroos failure in 
Fax (07) 3846 7232 more detail - until then . . . just cry in your beer !1!! 


The Farr Post to become Eye on Soccer ? 

At a recent meeting of the ten XXXX Premier League clubs it was suggested that The 
Farr Post be used as the main source of communicating news and information about 
the game in Brisbane to the outside world. Editor, Tony Moran, was asked to attend the 
next meeting, and the idea was discussed further after he had spoken to the 
representatitves of the clubs. To date nothing else has been decided, but the clubs, who 
each donate a certain amount of money to a promotional fund have not been happy 
with the Q.S.F. publication for a while now. Even if the clubs continue to go with the 
Eye on Soccer, The Farr Post will still continue to cover the game in the local area ona 
monthly basis. 

Unfortunately the powers that be are not going to let the Eye on Soccer just die, be- 
cause of a poxy little fanzine like TFP. Quite the contrary, they will fight tooth and nail 
not to let The Farr Post gain strength. 

In the end, as long as the game gets as much publicity as is feasible in Queensland, we 
couldn't care who publishes the weekly magazine. 


=——"Kitention Mt ROCHEDALE ROVERS RADIO 
All you INTERNET junkies !1! FM 101 - Saturday 9.15 am 


Visit the OZSOCCER website at 
http://ozsoccer.thehub.com.au 
and the Strikers website at 
http://www.brisbane strikers.com 


Join Kieran Cooper every Saturday morning on 
FM One-O-One for all the latest on the local 
and international soccer scene. 


The Farr Post 
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The preferred option among the clubs was a single 
division of 12 or 14 clubs. Obviously, however, this 
would mean demoting some clubs back into the 
amateur ranks. Which ones? Pass the too-hard basket 
someone! 

Fortunately there could be a way to restore some 
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Letters to The Editor <5 
24 Letters to The Editor es 
LOG 
Dear Editor — Cae 
I felt that I must write to clarify a point written by ear Sit, 
; i ; : In TFP13 you published a letter from G. Jones’of Mt 
ee eee eevee lal Gravatt which concluded “...and let’s hope that the 


November issue. 

The article dealt with the exclusion of her club from 
the XXXX Premier League competition and the 
success of the club during the 1997 season. 

My concer was the statement regarding my club, 
Coalstars in the opening paragraph of the article, 
where she states “They watched Coalstars declare 
publicly that they were not able to continue in the 
XXXX League due to financial trouble.” She went 
on to question why we were included in the first 
place as finance was one of the criteria of entry. 
This statement is completely incorrect. I would 
challenge her to show me where and when we ever 
made such a statement. Coalstars are not, and never 
were in “financial trouble”, and have always met 
their obligations for over thirty years. We provided a 
strong application and were accepted on our merits. 
Like some other clubs, the Q.S.F. gave us conditions 
to meet on seating, dressing rooms etc. over a certain 
period of time. These obligations are being met. 
Like Pine Rivers we have always applied to play in 
the top division. The decision to merge with 
St.Helens United and become the Ipswich Knights 
came about after an exhaustive process, and many 
months of considering all options, and the desire to 
strengthen the future of Ipswich soccer. 

While Coalstars could have remained in the XXXX 
Premier League, we believe that as the Ipswich 
Knights we can once again make Ipswich a force in 
Queensland soccer. 

I too was disappointed for Pine Rivers United last 
season, and I wish them well in their attempts to be 
included in the XXXX league soon. 

In finishing, I would like to thank Tony and his 
magazine for the unbiased and accurate reporting of 
the events at our club as they unfolded last year. The 
Farr Post is a great read and getting better with each 
issue. Congratulations and thank you for the 
publicity that you gave Coalstars in their final year. 
Come on the Knights !!! 

Ross Hallett, 

President Coalstars Soccer Club. 


QSF have learned from some of their mistakes this 
year, particularly the semi-pro division 1 south fiasco” 
Obviously not! On reading your editorial in TFP {4 iny 
attention was drawn to the words “nine team compeli- 
tion”. Surely not, I thought-not even the QSF could be 
THAT far out of touch? 

So | turned to your article on page 11 to find that 
indeed they were, as I read with bewilderment of this 
latest monstrosity of a decision to emanate from that 
bottomless pit of incompetence otherwise known as 
Perry Park. I have to say I couldn’t agree more with 
your assessment. A joke, yes, but unfortunately not 
one that the eighteen clubs involved will find much to 
laugh about. 

I racked my brain for some logical explanation. What 
possible justification could there be for this piece of 
utter nonsense? 

Then it dawned on me. Of course! G. Jones-it’s YOUR 
fault! You and your letter-now see what you’ve done} 
Upsetting their delusions of adequacy, denting their 
fragile little egos like that. How dare you! Obviously 
after reading your completely unwarranted criticisms 
and thinly veiled attack on their competence, they've 
gathered around their playpen-sorry, conference table- 
and plotted revenge. “Huh, cheeky bugger, we’ll show 
him!” 

Yes, well, I’m sorry, it’s a bit over the top, 1 know, 
Completely irrational. But tell me, can anyone out 
there come up with a rational explanation? If so, I'd be 
delighted to hear it. 

Let’s face it, if there was one topic which attracted 
more criticism in the past season than the composition 
of the “new” Premier League, it was the semi-pro 
division | south. The only difference was, everyone 
agreed in this case. It was no good! It didn’t work! It 
would have to changel 

Admittedly the situation was not of the QSF’s making, 
When Logan City pulled out, too late to allow for a 
replacement, they had to go with what they had-a nite 
team competition. However the verdict was unani- 
mous-not enough games, two byes for each team- 
nobody liked it, and something would have to be done 
to fix it. 

So how did the QSF choose to rectify an unsatisfac- 
tory, unpopular and unwanted situation? By duplical- 
ing it! 

(Continued on page 25) 


credibility. Recent reports suggest that the new ten- 
team Premier League could be a three round competi- 
tion. If so, there would be a strong case for the semi- 
pro competitions to go the same way. This would 
overcome the clubs main objection of insufficient 
home games. Of course, there would still be the matter 
of three byes during the season to worry about-but hey, 
you can’t have everything! 

Whether the QSF opts for the three round format 
remains to be seen. But given their record so far I 
won’t be holding my breath. Don’t be surprised if they 
find out first if that’s what the clubs want-then go the 
other way. 


“Scottie”, 


Nudgee. 
Sir, 
My letter from a couple of issues ago regarding the lack 
of power up front for the Strikers was unfortunately very, 
prophetic. Three home games so far - and not a goal ! 
Mike Parker, 
Auchenflower 


Dear Sir, 

I find it amazing that a simple 
quotation by Gerry Kay can lead 
to the facts being totally 
distorted for your readers. It would be without 
question that Gerry Kay did score the only goal 
sometime between the 2nd and Sth minute, as 
verified by the grounds sun-dial timing system 

(these days Gerry struggles to run 60 Metres in | 
under 4 minutes) and it is true that we defended j 
grimly as testament to our wrenched necks watch- 

ing hopelessly as the opposition ran all around us in 

their bid to equalize. 

But sir, any T.F-P reporter still capable of present- 

ing any facts after downing a slab of V.B during the 
course of the game would have known that we were 

forced to defend for a further 95 minutes. The 

referee had lost the use of the sun dial because of 

your bloody reporter using it as a leaning post. 

Sir I look forward as I presume your other readers 

will into reading the official Q.8.F facts into this 

amazing story next year in that other publication 

sometime in 1998, 
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Ross Bellworthy. | 


Morningside 1 
Subscriptions ) 


To save us all from standing outside Suncorp Stadium in the rain 
and fielding abuse from the players as they turn up for the game, 


The Farr Post ? 


A twelve monthly subscription is a steal at $25, and 


on a Saturday night, 
why not subscribe to 


(due to a number of requests) six 


months will cost you $15. Fill in the form, and send it with a cheque to 
The Farr Post, PO Box 478, Bulimba, QLD 4171. 


r= — 
l Please send me a 


| Starting with issue number 


ll enclose a cheque for 
| 

| Name 

| Address 
| Suburb 


State 
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(The Decmber issue is number 15). 


payable to "Sports Print", 
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Post Code 


| The Farr Post - For Australians who care about football 


SS ee ee _t 


- 


Beenleigh - Chris Green Park, Boundary Road, 
Beenleigh. Open all summer ! 

Brisbane City - Spencer Park, Newbery Street, 
Newmarket. See Pre-season training will be 
starting soon. 

Brisbane Lions - Lions Stadium, 133 Pine Road, 
New Clubhouse opening on December 13th, look 
out for more news in TFP next month. 

Coalstars - Eric Evans Reserve, 254 Brisbane 
Road, Bundamba. Watch out for news about the 
Ipswich Knights ! 

Pine Rivers - Wendy Allison Park, 188 
Samsonvale Road, Strathpine. Five-a-side competi- 
tion every Friday night. 

Rochedale Rovers - Underwood Park, Underwood 
Road, Rochedale. Pokies, Keno, good food, great 
company ... Open all summer. 


FANZINES 
Studs Up. $3 to Kevin Christopher PO Box 53, 
Oakleigh South, Victoria, 3167. A very informative 
read for all you N.S.L. fans. 


Write to us. 

We are always on the lookout for interest- 
ing articles and stories about the game of 
football, so get your pens out and jot down 
some of those old memories. Printed 
articles will earn you a free copy. 

Also, any information or news which you 
think may be of interest to other readers is 
most welcome, and can be sent via fax, e- 
mail or snail mail. the details can be found 
on page 3. 


Free Car Stickers !!! 


We still have some of our free car stickers to give away. 


These were initially given away free with TFP 6, when 


we went to colour. If anybody wants one, send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope to The Farr Post, and we'll get one out to you. 


The following clubs and organisations are supporting 
The Farr Post, so we urge you to support them too. ' 


The Farr Post 


26 CLASSIFIEDS 


Anfield Sports Shop - Rochedale Rovers 


Soccer Complex, Underwood Park, 


Underwood Road, Rochedale. 


Bulimba News and Casket - 78 Oxford 
Street, Bulimba. 

Soccer World - 497 Lutwyche Road, 
Lutwyche. 


OTHER SERVICES 


CD-ROM and internet web page design. 
E-mail: cyberoo @smople.thehub.com.au 
Computer Systems and Software. 
E-mail: www.bunyip.net.au 

Or phone for a quote on 3264 2660 


Desktop 
367 357. 


FM101 Radio - 9.15 to 10 AM every Saturday 


Publishing. Contact Tony on 0411 


morning, with Kieran Cooper. 


Photography - Paul Harley. Phone 3267 0681. 


Quote of the Month 


"I'll get a copy of that please. | need to 


catch up on what's happening in the 
game these days." 

Ex-Strikers marketing manager, Pat 
Hansen, when buying a copy of The 
Farr Post last month. He resigned in 
December last year, and was initially 


nota 


fan of the idea for a Strikers 
fanzine. 
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The Farr Post 


Phe Parr Post... > 
This is great | 


The Farr Post t-shirts - only $15 ! 


read this all dar - 


| Peter Tokesi 

| seems impressed 
by a copy of The 
Farr Post, and 
‘manages a plug 
Jor a certain car 
manufacturer. 


For the Strikers Quiz Night we had a number of TFP collared t-shirts made up, 
as pictured below. They are 100% cotton, and have the TFP logo on the front left 


breast, with Bill Shanklys immortal words on the back. 


As we are a bunch of old, worn out has-beens they only come in two sizes - 
recently-retired size (Large), or vastly experienced five-belly size (Extra-Large). 


Send a cheque for 
$15 to "Sports 
Print", PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, 

Qid 4171. 


We only have a few 
left, so get in touch 
early ! 


The 1997 Australian Matildas © 


Left to right - Anissa Tann-Darby, Traci Barlett, Shelley Youman, Kim Revell, Sharon Black, Katrina Boyd, 
Bridgette Starr, Sarah Cooper, Belinda Kitching, Sonia Gegenhuber (Captain), Lisa Casagrande 


